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at the same time, the reader is never in doubt as to the opinions 
expressed and the author’s idea of the subject under discussion. 

The subject-matter is divided under four headings: Perforation of 
Gastric and Duodenal Ulcers, Hemorrhage, Chronic Ulcer, and Hour¬ 
glass Stomach. Under these headings the symptoms and treatment are 
discussed, with special reference to the time for and character of the 
operation to be performed. He calls attention to the fact that gastric 
ulcer is seldom single and almost invariably multiple, and for this reason 
condemns all operations which attempt the extirpation of a given ulcer, 
reasoning that where many ulcers are present it is impossible to tell 
which is the offending one. His choice of operation for this reason is 
almost invariably a gastroenterostomy, and his reasons for preferring 
this to pyloroplasty are, to the reviewer at least, convincing. Under the 
subject of Hour-glass Stomach he strongly combats the hypothesis that 
many of these cases are of congenital origin, believing, and proving this 
also by his dissections, that such conditions result most frequently from 
cicatricial contraction of ulcers or from localized inflammatory products 
outside of the stomach wall. His method of gastroenterostomy is safe, 
simple, and easy of execution, with the promise of the best after-results. 
The fact that he has done over eight gastroenterostomies with but one 
death makes his opinions worthy of the deepest thought, and stamps his 
method as a thorough and complete one. 

This book will be of the greatest value to the abdominal surgeon and 
also to the practising physician ; for to the latter it will be of much assist¬ 
ance in deciding when medical treatment should cease and surgical 
begin. R. G. L. 


Diseases of the Pancreas and Their Surgical T rea tment, By A. 
W. Mayo Robson, F.R.C.S., Senior Surgeon, Leeds General Infirmary > 
Emeritus Professor of Surgery, Yorkshire College, Victoria University; 
Member of Council and Hunterian Professor, Royal College of Surgeons 
of England; and B. G. A. Moynihan, M.S. (London), F.R.C.S., Assistant 
Surgeon, Leeds General Infirmary; Consulting Surgeon to the Skipton 
Hospital and to the Mirfield Memorial Hospital; Arris and Gale Lecturer 
and Member of the Board of Examiners in Anatomy for the Fellowship, 
Royal College of Surgeons of England. Philadelphia, New York, and 
London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

Until recently little could have been written upon the diagnosis and 
treatment of pancreatic diseases, but during the past five years, and 
particularly since the publication of Fitz’s paper on “ Pancreatitis,” in 
1899, this subject has received a vast amount of attention both from 
surgeons and medical men. To the authors of the volume under con¬ 
sideration, and particularly to Robson, ib due to a considerable extent 
the progress made in the surgical treatment of the various pathological 
conditions of the pancreas. Of course, there is still much to be learned 
about these conditions, as well as about their treatment, and the aim of 
the authors has been not to say the last word regarding the pancreas, 
but rather to present the present status of the subject in as clear a light 
as possible to the medical profession. It is pleasing to note that they 
have dedicated this volume “ To the Surgeons of America in Cordial 
Recognition of Their Work.” 
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The first chapter contains the descriptive and surgical anatomy of 
the pancreas, and the second deals with the experimental work which 
has been done on the pancreas, particularly regarding the relation of 
diabetes to diseases of the pancreas. The chapter on Injuries of the 
Pancreas is interesting, a number of cases having been gathered from 
the literature illustrating lacerations and other injuries. In none of 
the recorded cases was it possible to make a diagnosis of laceration of 
the pancreas before operation or death. Injury of the organ is seldom 
unaccompanied by extensive injury to other abdominal viscera, and 
consequently treatment of the condition is rarely possible. As a result 
of laceration of the pancreas, however, certain Bequel® may occur, such 
as absence of the pancreas or detention of the lesser peritoneal cavity 
due to the pouring out of blood and possibly pancreatic secretion. The 
author states that there have been eight well-investigated cases of pro¬ 
lapse of the pancreas. 

Four chapters aru devoted to the various forms of pancreatitis, and it 
is this condition which appeals most to both physician and surgeon. 
Pancreatitis is divided into acute, subacute, and chronic. The authors 
show that the pancreatic ducts participate in the same inflammatory 
processes as do the bile-ducts. They state that “ the most satisfactory 
evidence at present of deficient pancreatic juice in the bowel is afforded 
by the abundance of undigested muscle fibre in the motions of a patient 
not suffering from diarrhoea after a meat diet; and by the absence of 
carbolic acid and salicin in the urine when 60 grains of salol are taken 
in divided doses during the day.” The study of pancreatitis under the 
clinical heads of acute, subacute, and chronic, does not interfere with 
Fitz’s pathological classification of acute pancreatitis into hemorrhagic, 
suppurative, and gangrenous. Both the symptoms and pathology of the 
various forms of pancreatitis are well illustrated by the reports of a 
number of interesting cases. 

The closing chapters deal with pancreatic calculi, cysts, and new- 
growths. 

This work has been well prepared by thoroughly competent authori¬ 
ties, and undoubtedly presents the subject in a most useful manner to 
both surgeons and physicians. J. H. G. 


Diseases of the Skin. A Manual for Students and Practitioners. 
By Joseph Grindon, Ph.B., M.D., Professor of Clinical Dermatology and 
SyphiliB, Washington University; Dermatologist to the O’Fallon Dis¬ 
pensary, St. Louis Mullanphy Hospital, St. Luke’s Hospital, etc. Phila¬ 
delphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co., 1902. 

This manual of nearly 400 pages—one of a series of “ pocket text¬ 
books”—stands midway between the quiz compend and the more 
formal and elaborate treatises. It aims to present the essentials of 
Dermatology in a concise manner, and is intended, as we learn from 
the preface, not only for the student, but for the practitioner of medicine. 
The symptomatology, pathology, and treatment of the various diseases 
of the skin are discussed in a clear and, for the most part, satisfactory 
manner, although, necessarily, with brevity.' 
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